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FROM THE 
PROCEEDINGS. 
or THE 


BOARD, OF ADMINISTRATION OF THE 
DISTRICT OF DOUAY. 


Is T. having been repreſented to feveral mem- 
bers of this Board, that among the different 


a eſtabliſhments poſſeſſed by the ſubjeQs of 
_ Great Britain, in this Diſtria, there are 


ſome individuals who lend too favourable an 
attention to the enemies of the Conſtitution, 
and who may be led aſtray by the infidious 
arts of evil-minded men; the Adminiſtrators 
of the Diſtri& of Douay, full of admiration for 

the great character of the people of Great 
Britain, have thought proper to defire the five 
| houſes of Engliſh, Scotch and Iriſh of this 
'B town, 


„ 


town, to chuſe two perſons from each to ap- 
pear before the ſaid Adminiſtrators at four 
o'clock in the afternoon of the 1gth of this 
month. 


The Deputies of the ſaid Britiſh Houſes 
having appeared at the hour appointed, the 
preſident addreſſed the : diſcourſe 
to them. e 


« CtNTLEMEN, 


« If a Nation which receives you is en- 
u titled to your acknowledgment, it muſt be 
* the height of ingratitude to turn the Houſes 
* you enjoy under the protection of the laws 
of a free people, into a den of Counter. 
« revolutioniſts, 
| * Never forget that the anceſlors of 
% thoſe who in Great Britain profeſs the ſame 
« religion with us, became obnoxious to the 
« Government only by blending the cauſe of 
« religion with that of the civil eſtabliſhment. 
Rome would have wept over this fatal miſ- 
* take, if Rome were ſenſible to the misfor- 


tunes of .religion. 
« You 


LD 

« You are Miſſionaries, and you are 

« employed in forming Miſſionaries; but in 
« all this we are totally unconcerned..  - - 


% Your miſhon is in Great Britain, and 


** we enquire not into your ſueceſs; but it is 
* our duty to watch over your condudt while 
* you live among uus. 

„ May that condudt be a ſuch, 
e that we may have no reaſon to prefer our 
«* complaints to that Aſſembly which has gene- 
« rouſly granted you its protection, and all 
« the rights of hoſpitality. To violate thoſe 
rights ever paar: will eyer hs TOR 
ö 
„The Engl: Musto bens a great cha- 
« rafter; and we are convinced that every 
« Engliſhman, who bas not forfeited his ho- 
« nour by ſome crime, will ſtart with horror 
* che bare mention of ſuch a mi ſconduct. 


« You live in the midſt of a people, | 


« from whom no power on earth! ſhall wreſt 
© the bleſſing of liberty, which we have con- 
40 quered. Live peaceably, live quietly among 
« us. On this condition 955 are your bre- 
« thren. 
« You belong to a great nation, whoſe 
« feudal ſyſtem has often interfered with ours. 
60 The private quarrels of kings, and the poli- 
B 2 15 veal 
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© tical ſpeculations of miniſters, diſguiſed un- 
« der the ſpecious pretext of commerce, have 
© never ceaſed to arm the ſubjefts of both 
„ kingdoms. But the Engliſh and the French 
« mutually eſteem each other. It is certainly 
* not written in the book of fate, that they 
* ſhall never ceaſe to be enemies. Your form 
* of government would probably have been 
« adopted by us if our repreſentatives had 
not conceived that it was poſſible to form a 
« better. | 

© That form which we e have received 
from them, Gentlemen, is dear to us. It 
« is our duty to enforce the conſtitutional 
1 * and it is yours to guy them.“ 


On the 17th a printed copy of this * 
dreſs was preſented to each Deputy, and was 
publiſhed, On the 23d the ſame Deputies 
aſked and obtained an audience, which was 
fixed for the 24th at noon. They appeared 
at the time appointed, and the following An- 
SWER was given by Mr. Dion, P. P. and 
Preſident of the Iriſh College. 


— 5 J 
10 GxNTLIMES, | 


V f E can never forget our obligations to 


a generous nation, which received us with 


tenderneſs, at a time when. we were driven 


from home by a ſpirit of intolerance and per- 
ſecution. We are ſenſible of what has been 
done for us at a time, when the violent agita- 
tion attendant on a revolution ſeemed to pre- 
vent your attention to our particular eftabliſh- 
ments; we remember with gratitude what we 
owe to the Gentleman who has the honour to 
preſide at this Board, who was pleaſed to fa- 
your us with his protection in the different 


Committees of the Conſtituent Aſſembly of 
which he was a Member. It is our duty to 


proclaim, and we do it with great ſatisfaction, 
that to him we chiefly are indebted for the 
Decrees iſſued in our favour. | 

Can vr poſſibly be ſuſpeRed of ingrati- 
tude after ſo many favours received? Can 
you, Gentlemen, in particular, think we can 
be guilty of ſo black a.crime.? An anonymous 
information, unſupported by proof, bas brought 
us before you, and ſubjefted us to your diſ- 
pleaſure and your thzeats. , Had we reaſon to 
expeQ-ſo ſevere. z trial? Could you fo eaſily 
e perſuade 


4 
perſuade yourſelves, that Houſes inhabited 
by men formed by religion to the duties of 
ſubmiſſion, charity and obedience, could ſud- 
denly become dens yea dens of Counter. 
rev olutioniſts? | | 
We are not unknown to you, and the 
whole town is a witneſs of our condutt. We 
have never left our Houſes, but to-ſuccour the 
diſtreſſed, whom ve conſider as our Fellow. 
citizens and our Brethren. Prefuinpias was 
in our favour. | 
Permit us, Gentlemen, to cakes you 
our real concern. The breath of ſuſpicion 
on your part wounds our feelings. You attack 
us in a tender part. You are-pleaſed to call 
to our remembrance names ever dear to us: 
you ſtile them the anceſtors of thoſe who pro- 
feſs the Roman Catholic religion in England; 
can you forget that they are our anceſtors ? 
Why chuſe to calumniate them before their 
children? Our anſwer ſhall be fuch as a filial 
| piety ſuggeſts.” No, Gentlemen, our anceſtors 
never rendered themſelves obnoxious to civil 
government; but they were the victims of 
perſecution. They never confounded the 
temporal with the ecclefiaſtical jurifdiaion. 
This was the crime of the unfortunate Prince, 
the author of the ſchiſm, who dared to claim 
| a double 


L 


a double power which he had not received 
from heaven. 

Rome on that 9 adopted vigo- 
rous meaſures, which the event has not juſti- 
fied. But Rome will ever be conſidered by 
us as the centre of Catholic unity, the Mother 
Church, to which the bleſſed Founder of our 
religion has granted a primacy of juriſdiction 
over all the churches of the univerſe. No, 
Rome never beheld the misfortunes of reli- 
gion with indifference. Not content to weep 
over them, ſhe has endeavoured torepair them. 
But for Rome few Catholics would now be 
found in our country, and we ſhould incur 
the guilt of ingratitude, if we did not take this 
opportunity to declare, that we have great ob- 
ligations to Rome as well as to France. 

Lou tell us, that you enquire not into 
the ſucceſs of our miſſions, and we will not 
obſerve to you, that France, after doing ſo 
much for us, has a right to inquire, whether, 
on our return to England, our apoſtolical la- 
| bours anſwer their benevolent deſigns; but 
we will take the liberty to expreſs our aſtoniſn- 
' ment at what you are pleaſed to add, that you 
think it your duty to watch over our conduR 
as long as we live among you. To watch over 
| the conduR of all the individuals reſiding in a 
kingdom 


1 
kingdom is the duty of the magiſtrates; but 
when magiſtrates declare in a public meeting, 
and publiſh from the preſs, that they will watch 
over the conduct of one or more individuals, 
do they not declare them to be ſuſpected per- 
ſons; do not they pronounce a penalty againſt 
them; and can they do this without a pre- 
vious trial? A man publicly declared to be 
ſuſpefted, is much in the ſame predicament 

' with a perſon arraigned, but diſmiſſed from 2 
court of judicature, without being acquitted ; 
and what man of honour would not ſhudder at 
ſuch a fituation! 

Was it neceſſary. to _ to this * 
that if any faults ſhould be found with us, we 
ſhould be denounced to that Aſſembly which 
has ſo generouſly protected us? Was it neceſ- 
fary 10 lay before us the enormity of the crime 
of ingratitude? Was it neceſſary to put us in 
mind of the great charater of our nation? 
Yes, Gentlemen, we haye the honour to be 
Engliſhmen; and as ſuch we .cxecrate ſo foul 

a a crime, and we indignantly reſiſt the ſmalleſt 
ſuſpicion of our guilt, 

| . © Ceaſe then to adviſe us to live peaceably 
| and quietly among you. What can we wiſh 
beyond peace and tranquillity ? If, on this 

condition, we are to be your brethren, we 

- | have 


w 
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have ever been, we will ever continue to be 
ſuch. rn WY nn 
Me will not enter into a detail of the 
cauſes which have ſo often armed Great Bri- 


| tain and France. The inquiry is above our 
. Rrength, but we will offer up our daily prayers, 
that a laſting peace may ſubſiſt between your 


country and ours. We do not only reſpect 


the French nation, but we love them from in- 


clination and gratitude. | 

Nor ſhall we make any compariſon be- 
tween your government and ours; we will 
only fay that we naturally prefer our own; 


but we will be inviolably faithful and ſubmif- | 


five to the laws of the French government as 
long as we continue to live under its protec- 
tion; and it ſhall never be ſaid with truth, that 
we have diſturbed the order and peace of a 
hoſpitable nation, which has opened its arms 
to us with a goodneſs which adorns its charac- 
ter, and diſtinguiſhes it from other nations. 
Theſe, Gentlemen, are our real ſenti- 
ments; they are ſuch as you muſt approve; 


ſuch as muſt baniſh all ſuſpicion; ſuch, in _ 


ſhort, as you may ſafely and victoriouſly op- 
poſe to the dark unfounded informations of 
dangerous men, who are always ready to diſ- 

C cover 


Ei 


cover crimes in others, while they themſelves 
are aſhamedof being known. 2 


GENTLEMEN, 
1 Ji 

A LL France, and perhaps the whole Bri- 
tiſh Empire will ſoon know, that we have been 
denounced to you, and that you have not deſ- 
piſed our accuſers. Vou have publiſhed your 
diſcourſe. We preſume to requeſt, that our 
anſwer be alſo communicated to the public. 
We think we owe this to ourſelves, to honour, 
to truth, to France, of which it ſhall not be ſaid, 
that in heaping her favours on us, ſhe has only 
been repaid by ingratitude; in ſhort, we owe 
it to our country, whoſe high character has 
excited your admiration, and which we are 
bound to ſupport. | 


We are with reſpeQ, 
GRE uin 


Your moſt humble, &c. 


When 


When this harangue was finiſhed, the 
Deputies were aſked by the Preſident, if it 


was their defire, that it ſhould be tranſmitted _ 


to the National Aſſembly. Their anſwer was, 


that they had nothing in view but to juſtify | 


themſelves in the eyes of the public. A few 
days were allowed them to prepare a deciſive 
anſwer; at the end of which they addreſſed 
the following letter to the Preſident and the 
Adminiſtrators of the Diſtrict. 


Douay, December go, 1791. 


GENTLEMEN, 


W ut we had the honour to give in our 
anſwer to your Board, it was far from our 
intention to give you the leaſt offence, and ſtill 
farther to engage in a conteſt which was to be 
ſubmitted to the determination of the Legiſla- 
ture. Conſcious of aur innocence, ambitious 
to obtain your approbation, faithful to. the 
duties of honour, we were deſirous only to 
Juſtify ourſelves to you, to the public, and to 
our country. The accuſation of ingratitude, 

C 2 the 


L J 


the affront offered to the memory of our an- 


ceſtors, your ſuſpicions, your precautions; 


your threats which repreſented us as ſuſpected 
perſons; all theſe hurt our feelings and made 
us really unhappy. We ſhould not have men- 
tioned Rome, had we not been pragoked to 
it; but the French liberty, the moſt chriſtian 
kingdom will not blame us for expreſſing our 
reſpeQ, our gratitude to che Holy See, at a 
time when the Parliament of England, after 
two centuries of prejudices, has lately declar- 
ed, that our belief in this reſpe& ſhould no 
longer cauſe ſuſpicion, and is not incompa- 
tible with the duties of a citizen. We are 
deeply concerned at the reports which 
have been maliciouſly ſpread abroad, eſpe- 
cially fince the audience we had the honour 
to obtain of you. Be pleaſed to difabuſe the 
public, or to ſuffer us to do it. If in our an- 
ſwer any thing ſhould be found, which, con- 
trary to bur intention, may appear too ſtrong 
for the liberty of this country, or to exceed 
the bounds of a juſt and lawful defence, let 
the blame not fall on our eſtabliſhments; but 
on ourſelves, and let us perſonally anſwer for 
it. To conclude, Gentlemen, we adhere 
ſteadily and ſincerely to the ſentiments con- 
tained 


E 


tained in our declaration: we cannot diſavow 
them without injuring our honour and con- 
ſcience. We reſign into your hands, and com- 
mit to your diſcretion the writing we left on 
your table, that you may make any uſe of it 
which your prudence ſhall ſuggeſt in the pre- 


ſent circumſtances. | 
We are with reſpeQ, | | 
GENTLEMEN, ps | | 

7 N | 
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Your moſt humble, &c. | 


MEMORIAL 
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MEMORIA L 


ENGLISH NUNS, 


SzTTLED at Parts, in the Rue des Foſles, 


Saint Victor. 


Ws the National Aſſembly is con- 
ſidering the ſtate of Religious Houſes, the 
Engliſh Nuns, ſettled in Paris, beg leave to 
teſtify their approbation. of the wiſdom of 
their decrees; and to requeſt, that their 
Houſe may be preſerved to them, not as a 
favour, but as a matter of juſtice, ariſing from 


the foundation and the nature of their ſettle- 


ment, 


The 


6 3 
The perſecution which was raiſed againſt 
the Roman Catholics in England, in the 19th 
century, obliged many to leave that kingdom, 
and to ſeek a retreat and ptotection among 


the neighbouring nations. 


The Engliſh Auſtin Nuns came over 
to France, and "preſented a memorial to 
Lewis XIII. begging leave to purchaſe a 
convenient ſpot in Paris, for building a mo- 
naſtery for young ladies natives of England, 
or born of Engliſh parents abroad, 

The French Monarch, by Letters Pa- 
tent ſigned at St. Germain, in the month of 
March 163g, and regiſtered in Parliament 
the 27th of Auguſt 1735, and in the Chamber 
of Accounts March p, 1639, was graciouſly 
pleaſed to grant their requeſt, and to permit 
the Engliſh Nuns to purchaſe a place, and 
build a ſmonaſtery, with the conſent of the 
Archbiſhop of Paris, on this expreſs condi- 
tion, that this ſettlement ſhould be made and 
maintained at their own expence, that it 
ſhould receive none but Engliſh women, or 
women born of Engliſh parents, and that the 
direQion and government thereof ſhould be 
entruſted to Engillh EE Pricfts gl no 
others. 


Truſting 


£43 

Truſting to this royal conceſſion, ſanc- 
tioned by all the formalities of law, the Eng- 
liſh Nuns ſettled in France; they — 
che ſpot and built their Convent with money 
brought by them from England. Faithful to 


the ſpirit of their inſtitute, they have never ad- 


mitted any poſtulants that were not Engliſh, or 
born of Engliſh parents. They never bad, nor 
have they now any income but what is drawn 
from England and the fortunes of the Nuns. 
Such is the ſource of our foundation; and 
our Convent has never occaſioned the leaſt 


expence to the French Government. | 
The object of this eſtabliſhment is, 


not only the reception of Engliſh women who 


may chuſe to embrace a life of retirement 
and prayer; itis likewiſe a ſchool for the edu- 
cation of young Ladies, of whom we have 
now nineteen, and had ſtill more when the 
Revolution took place. 

The petition of the Engliſh Nuns is 
founded on the moſt ſacred and moſt reſpec- 


table diſpoſitions of the law of nations, of 


hoſpitality, of public faith pledged to ſtrangers 
by a great nation. It is grounded on the 
confidence we place in, your promiſes, on our 


exact compliance with all the conditions an- 
D nexed 


—— — — — —— 


perty. 
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nexed t to our eſtabliſhment, which we conſider 
25. treaty entered into with the King of this 
nation, and A property acquired with our own 
money, The Engliſh Nuns, though ſtrangers, 
have been naturalized, and have acquired all 
the rights, of French ſubjeQs. They bave 
always paid their ſhare of the public burdens ; 
they have never been any expence to the 
French nation; as a religious community 
they are of great uſe to their country, and 
they beg leave to urge all theſe titles to the 
- proteQtion. of the French ki ngdom, and to 
ſolicit and to expect from the lelllee of the 
Repreſentative Body the preſervation and 
the ſecurity of their exiſtence and their pro- 
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Juſt publiſhed, by J. P. CoonTLAx, 
HE PASTORAL LETTER and ORDINANCE 
ofthe Right Reverend JOHN FRANCIS DE IA . 
MARCHE, Load Bisnor or LEON, addreſſed to the 
CLxncr both sxcULanr and xzGULAR, and to all the 
Fartayvt of his Dioczse; Tranſlated into Engliſh 
from the original French, by the Rev. Joux Mir xxx, 
F. A. S.— Price 1s. mY | 
Alſo, Tu DIVINE RIGHT of EPISCOPACY, 
addreſſed to the Carole Larry of Excrand, in 
Anſwer to the LaYman's Szcond LzTTzRz to the 
CaTrotic Critay of Exciand ; with Remarks on 
the Oarns of SUrazuacr and ArLEctance; by the 
Rev./Jonn Mt vx, F. A. S.—Price 28. 6d. 
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